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SUBJECT: CONTINUING LABOR UNREST 

REF: RANGOON 1356 

1. AS THE JUNE 6 ANNIVERSARY OF LAST YEAR'S VIOLENT CONFRONTATION 
BETWEEN THE MILITARY AND LABOR APPROACHES, SOME LABOR UNREST CON- 
TINUES AND RUMORS CIRCULATE INCREASINGLY ABOUT THE POTENTIAL FOR 
RENEWED VIOLENCE. SLOW DOWN TACTICS AT THE JUTE MILL, THE THAM- 
AING TEXTILE PLANT AND THE INSEIN RAILWAY REPAIR SHOP REPORTED 
REFTEL ARE STILL UNDER WAY AND THERE ARE INDICATIONS UNREST MAY 
HAVE SPREAD TO THE SINMALAIK DOCKYARDS. APPARENTLY TO SHOW THAT 
THE GUB WILL NOT PERMIT THE LOW KEY PROTESTS TO GET OUT OF HAND, 
TROOPS AND AN ARMORED VEHICLE WERE ALLEGEDLY SENT TO THE JUTE 
MILL JUNE 2 (AN ARMY UNIT IS BIVOUACED NEARBY) AND THE DOCKYARDS 
IN A SHOW OF FORCE. NO ARRESTS WERE REPORTED. RUMORS ALLEGE 
THAT A GENERAL STRIKE MAY BE IN THE OFFING, INCLUDING POLICE PER- 
SONNEL DISGRUNTLED ABOUT THE ARMY'S SUPERIOR BENEFITS, BUT MUCH 
OF THIS MAY BE WISHFUL THINKING ON THE PART OF THE REGIME'S 
OPPONENTS. THE GUB HOWEVER. IS AT LEAST SOMEWHAT CONCERNED OVER 
THE POTENTIAL FOR TROUBLE. PARTY AND GOVERNMENT LEADERS ARE 
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SITUATION. PRESS EDITORIALS IN RECENT DAYS HAVE HARPED ON THE 
NEED TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF "IRRESPONSIBLE AND INDIS- 
CIPLINED WORKERS." FOR WHATEVER ITS WORTH, TWO ARTILLERY 
PIECES WERE SEEN BEING TOWED INTO CENTRAL RANGOON JUNE 3. 

2. ANOTHER THEME FREQUENTLY HEARD IS A POSSIBLE ALLIANCE BETWEEN 
PROTESTING WORKERS AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WHO HAVE NOW RETURNED 
TO THE RASU CAMPUS. THE CAMPUS APPEARS CALM HOWEVER, AND IT WOULD 
SEEM UNLIKELY THAT ANY ATTEMPTS TO COORDINATE PLANS FOR JOINT 
PROTEST WOULD GO UNNOTICED BY GUB INTELLIGENCE. NONETHELESS, 

THE STUDENT BODY REMAINS BITTER ABOUT LAST DECEMBER'S EVENTS AND 
MIGHT SHOW AT LEAST SYMBOLIC SOLIDARITY WITH LABOR SHOULD VIOLENCE 

OCCUR. 

3. A SOURCE WHO HAS REPORTED RELIABLY IN THE PAST WAS PRESENT 
AT A SOCIAL GATHERING OF MIDDLE-GRADE ARMY OFFICERS EVENING OF 
JUNE 2 WHERE CURRENT UNEASINESS WAS DISCUSSED. THE OFFICERS CITED 
THE SAD STATE OF THE ECONOMY AS THE BASIS FOR THIS WEEK'S SPATE 

OF RUMORS AND SPECULATED ABOUT ONE, APPARENTLY EMANATING FROM THE 
CIVILIAN SECTOR, THAT JUNE 6 MIGHT MARK A COUP AGAINST THE NE 
WIN REGIME. MOST ASSERTED THAT "GENERAL TIN OO WOULDN'T LET IT 
HAPPEN" ALTHOUGH AT LEAST ONE OFFICER QUESTIONED THAT ASSUMPTION. 
ALL AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT NE WIN HAD TO BE PROTECTED. THEY EX- 
PRESSED THE HOPE THAT BSPP CADRE AND PEOPLE’S COUNCIL'S OFFICIALS 
COULD DEFUSE THE SITUATION ALTHOUGH THEY DID NOT APPEAR RELUCTANT 
TO USE THE ARMY TO QUELL DISORDERS SHOULD THEY OCCUR. 

4. COMMENT: CRITICAL TO THE CURRENT SITUATION MAY BE THE GUB'S 
DELIBERATIONS ON TACTICS. THE RUMOR MILL, UNLIKE MOST BURMESE 
INDUSTRIES, MAY BE WORKING OVERTIME, BUT ORGANIZED UNREST IS BY 
NO MEANS THAT WIDESPREAD IN RANGOON. IT COULD INCREASE IF HEAVY- 
HANDED TACTICS PROVOKE VIOLENCE ALTHOUGH EVEN IN THIS CONTINGENCY 
THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE MILITARY, WHICH STILL ADMINISTERS 
RANGOON, COULD CONTROL THE SITUATION. 
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